SHAVUOT II

The Ten Commandments, Preparing for Shavuot,

Megillat Ruth & Shavuot Customs

his second class on Shavuot focuses on the Ten Commandments, preparing for
receiving the Torah on Shavuot, Megillat Ruth, and the Shavuot customs of all-
night Torah study and eating dairy meals.

In this class we will examine the following questions:

~

Why were the Ten Commandments given at Har Sinai?

Why is preparation pivotal in maximizing the Shavuot experience and
how is this accomplished?

What was outstanding about Ruth that we read in Megillat Ruth?

Why do we stay up learning Torah the night of Shavuot, eat dairy foods,
and decorate the synagogue with flowers?

Class Outline:

Section I.

Section II.

The Ten Commandments

Part A. What are the Ten Commandments?

Part B. Why Did God Give the Ten Commandments on Mount Sinai?
Part C. The Ten Commandments Contain All the Mitzvot

Preparing to Receive the Torah on Shavuot

Part A. The Framework of Sefirat Ha'Omer and Matan Torah
Part B. Strengthening Torah Study

Part C. Refining our Character

Part D. Creating Jewish Unity

Section III. Megillat Ruth

Part A. Why Do We Read Megillat Ruth on Shavuot?
Part B. Ruth is the Paradigm of One Embracing Judaism
Part C. Legitimizing King David’s Lineage

Section IV. Shavuot Customs

Part A. Studying on the Night of Shavuot
Part B. Eating Dairy Foods
Part C. Decorating the Synagogue with Flowers and Trees
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SECTION I. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS

PART A. WHAT ARE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS?

1. Shemot (Exodus) 20:2-14 — The Ten Commandments.

1. I am the Lord your God who took you out I DI PIND TONST NN PION T 05N
from the land of Egypt. DTy
2. You shall not recognize the gods of others. 801> Sy DINN D’UL)KS 'iz7 i N7
3. You shall not take the name of the Lord your N2 TrON 73T OW NN Nwn XS
God in vain.
4. Remember the Sabbath day to make it holy. HUTRD MW P NN Y
TON DINY TIN N T2
5. Honor your father and your mother.
A% NS
6. You shall not murder.
NI N
7. You shall not commit adultery.
MRS
8. You shall not steal.
9. You shall not commit perjury. DR T I N
10. You shall not covet. TN N

PART B. WHY DID GOD GIVE THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ON MOUNT SINAI?

On the one hand, the Ten Commandments encapsulate core Jewish values. On the other hand, Judaism
does not overemphasize these mitzvot relative to the other mitzvot in the Torah.

1. Rabbi Samson Rafael Hirsch, Shemot 20:14 — The Ten Commandments prepared the Jewish
people for the remainder of the Torah to be transmitted.

... The “Ten Commandments” have in no way any greater holiness or greater importance than any other
commandment in the Torah. They are neither the whole Law nor are they holier laws than all the rest.
God clearly and expressly proclaimed them as being merely a preparatory introduction to the whole
following, real giving of the Law, “I come to you,” God has said, “So that the people may hear that I speak
to you and have belief in you (Moshe/Moses) forever” (Exodus 19:9).

Therefore, the revelation on Sinai is expressly stated to 1) prepare the people for the rest of the Torah
which was to be transmitted to them by Moshe and 2) to prove to them beyond all possibility of doubt,
by their own experience, that “God does speak to Man” (as it says later), so that they would receive all the
following Torah that Moses was to bring to them, with unswerving belief and trust as “the word of God.”
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2. 1Ibid. Shemot 20:13 — The themes of the first five of the Ten Commandments.

The first five commandments of & and 7% 77 &5 proclaim the acknowledgment of God as the One
Who is responsible for our fate and the guide of all our acts, in their positive and negative signification
respectively; in 8wn N5 this knowledge and acknowledgement is set as the whole basis our individual
and social life; in 95t respect to this idea is ensured by the ever-recurring act of cessation of work; and
in TON N PAN N 722 its continual transmission through the ages, ensured by the influence of the home.

3. Ibid. — The themes of the second five of the Ten Commandments.

The following five commandments proclaim the result of this knowledge and acknowledgment in our
social life. If God is the One Who is solely responsible for our fate in life and is to be the Guide of all
our actions, then every one of our fellow-men must be considered as standing equally under His care,
and every one of our actions towards Him comes under His observation. Every person at our side is
placed where he is by God’s Direction and, equally with yourself, has all human rights granted by Him,
so that all his possessions, his life, his wife, his freedom, his happiness, his honor and his property
must all be considered as sacred to him. You shall not take his life, nor break up his marriage, nor

rob him of his freedom, nor smirch his honor and his happiness by false evidence, more, thou shall
not even allow yourself to covet anything which makes the home of your fellow, and that includes
everything which he can call his own!

The Ten Commandments were removed from the daily prayers out of concern that they could be misperceived
as being more important than the rest of the Torah.

4. Talmud Bavli (Babylonian Talmud), Berachot 12a — The Ten Commandments are not read at
Shacharit (morning prayers) ...

[In the morning service in the Temple] they read TN TN 27 MWK .. PO DT WY PN

the Ten Commandments, the Shema [along with 951 NON 35 b wea 1»51313 a8 SR
the other prayers]. Rav Yehudah said that the VI P 35 Db

people outside of the Temple requested to recite
the Ten Commandments, but the practice had
already been discontinued on account of the
arguments of the heretics.

5. Rashi, ibid. — ... in case people might think that the Ten Commandments are more important
that the other mitzvot.

[The Ten Commandments were not included in WM ,IHN TN INRY PR PINT DPD 1IN ROW
the prayers] so that the heretics would not tell WHLN RIF-T1I3-LATRT TR T KON PR PRY
Jews unfamiliar with the tradition that the other T

parts of the Torah are not true. The heretics
argued that the only parts that would be recited
in the prayers were the Ten Commandments,
which God said and the Jews heard from His
mouth at Sinai.

PART C. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS CONTAIN ALL THE MITZVOT

The concepts within the Ten Commandments can be extended to include the 613 commandments.
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1. Bamidbar (Numbers) Rabbah 13:16 — There are 613 letters in the Ten Commandments
corresponding to the 613 mitzvot, and another seven letters corresponding to the seven days
of Creation.

You find that there are 613 letters from “I am” STVT% TN T ODIN 110 P IR 3090 RS 1IN
[at the beginning of the Ten Commandments] to PWNTD Y T SR N, I8 3990 T
“to your fellow” [at the end], which correspond IR SN KON N2 NS D 5o TTabS

to the 613 mitzvot. And the seven extra letters
[“to your fellow”] correspond to the seven days of
Creation. This teaches you that the entire world
was only created in the merit of Torah.

2. Rashi, Shemot 24:12 — The 613 mitzvot are subcategories of the Ten Commandments.

All the 613 mitzvot are included within the Ten Y 5593 I8 Ty WO IND W 5
Commandments. 37 AT

3. Sefas Emes, Yisro, s.v. Mitzvos Zechiras Matan Torah — Just as there were ten general
statements by God that brought every detail into being, so the Ten Commandments contain
the details of all the other mitzvot.

The Ten Commandments contain the entire DMLY M0 92 550 o M AWy
Torah and the mitzvot. They correspond to the WY 5T 1T .TTAND TIY D1 D3N
Ten Statements” God expressed when he created = 19531 5533 B9 TNEABY T 99PN

the world. Just as in Creation, all that came into
being, in general and in detail, were contained in
these Ten Statements, similarly all the Torah and
mitzvot that are fulfilled by the Jewish people are
contained in the Ten Commandments.

MBI 700 5210 1100 .MIERD Tya 5503
5553 5917 199921 5553 SN 233 Son wvsw
ST owya

SECTION II. PREPARING TO RECEIVE THE TORAH
ON SHAVUOT

PART A. THE FRAMEWORK OF SEFIRAT HAOMER AND MATAN TORAH

Matan Torah (the giving of the Torah on Mount Sinai) transformed the essence of the Jewish people. This
event not only required preparation by the Jews who left Egypt, but also each successive year, when the
Torah is re-accepted anew on Shavuot, each Jew needs to prepare himself. The framework to effectively
prepare to re-accept the Torah is grounded in Counting the Omer between Passover and Shavuot and the
Jewish nation’s actions prior to Matan Torah.

1. Sefer HaChinuch Mitzvah 306 — The period from the Exodus of Egypt until Shavuot is the
time we count the Omer in preparation for receiving the Torah.

[The acceptance of the Torah] is the entire 595 o1 15R33 TN SR S 19 5O N 0D

foundation of Israel and because of it we were 20 D1 S FED WL, TON Y T
redeemed and achieved all the greatness that we
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achieved. For this reason we were commanded to
count from the day after [the first day of] Pesach
until the day that the Torah was given, to show
our great desire for that awesome day which our
hearts yearn for, like a servant yearns for shade.
We count constantly — when will that day come
that we yearn for, the day that we left slavery.
Counting shows a person that all his desire and
longing is to reach that time.

SHAVUOT 11

YOMM YOI MNITR,AMNN 190 DY Ty 1o Sw
5% ANE? Tap0 13355 4D 72037 0P 9N DN
SNPMD YW PON ADIT YT NI 00 TR0 e
5N 39 185 591191 5300 DTIND NI PN D
NI ot

2. Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz, Sichos Mussar, p. 149 — Our preparation for Shavuot is based on
the actions of the Jewish people immediately prior to Matan Torah.

The Torah writes, “They travelled from Rephidim
and encamped in the desert, and the Jewish
people encamped there opposite the mountain”
(Shemot 19:2). The Ohr HaChaim writes that
these three phrases allude to the preparation
necessary to accept the Torah.

T DRI DY 1T 2TH3 W L. DT W
W57 IO WATRI D1 AN M, 4
153p5 monn Py DY Doy b 1w TS
Raaliahl

There are three principal areas of preparation: in Torah study, in refining our character, and in strengthening

interpersonal relationships to create Jewish unity.

PART B. STRENGTHENING TORAH STUDY

After God brought the Jewish people out of Egypt, they were attacked by the nation of Amalek at a location
called Rephidim. The Hebrew root of the term rephidim, means “soft” or “lax;” the Torah is hinting that
the Jews became lax towards Torah study and thereby became vulnerable to attack by Amalek. The phrase
“They travelled from Rephidim” represents the Jewish people distancing themselves from this laxness and

rededicating themselves to Torah study.

1. Ohr HaChaim, Shemot 19:2 — Prepare by increasing Torah study.

“They journeyed from Rephidim” ... The first
preparation to receive the Torah is strengthening
one’s involvement in Torah study ...

TNON A°3P% MR MONT DT WO
o TTNON POV IBEYIM MNRNT R

2. Rabbi Aharon Kotler, Mishnas Rabbi Aharon, Vol. III, p. 13 — Each day of counting the Omer
we develop specific attributes to enhance our Torah study.

The days of counting the Omer are days of
preparation for the giving of the Torah. Since
acquiring Torah depends on the forty-eight
ways that the Torah is acquired (Pirkei Avot/
Ethics of the Fathers, Ch. 6), it is like all other
things which can only be acquired through
the appropriate mechanism, as Rav Chaim
elaborated.

PIPW 1. 10D I0nn W 0N e
DI 53R MY £33 A48 MO0 N
DOPIP3 P DRI D273 WD NI (0 aN)
D418 4T M TINTY 101,00 DN
D927 101 PIONIR T30 29770 121 24N

DD TN P WY 1940 T3 DN OV 1“em] TN
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Therefore, it is clear that the way to prepare

is through these forty-eight ways. [The forty-
ninth day corresponds to the forty-nine gates of
understanding and also to the forty-nine faces

of the Torah, as explained elsewhere]. The forty-
eight days correspond to the forty-eight ways that
the Torah is acquired. The forty-ninth day is the
day of completion for purity and preparation for
receiving the Torah. ..

The reason that this preparation is connected to
the Omer is to entrench and implant within us
the recognition that everything comes from God,
which is the meaning of the Omer, the offering of
the first crops.

PART C. REFINING OUR CHARACTER

THO 0N D MM L [R4PID3 IN1IBD NN O3B
O NI 1957 D1, D73 3P T D37 1D
w300 119205 M30ma e o

W, TN SO0 NN I W ONT R
WY, DwT 55T 09 19T IR sy wrwid
SPWNRIT D290, W Py

1. Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz, Sichos Mussar, p. 150 — The second aspect of preparation based on
the Ohr HaChaim: become humble and willing to learn Torah from everyone.

The second component of preparation for
Shavuot is alluded to in the verse, “Encamping
in the desert,” symbolic of refining our character,
becoming like the desert [recognizing that

our stature is ultimately a gift from God]. As
the Talmud teaches: when a person makes
himself into a desert, i.e. removing the trait

of haughtiness, and recognizing that one can
learn from everyone around him, then he

gains a special ability to study and understand
Torah, which will then be given to him as a gift
(Nedarim 55).

)igwnivenifaiiaiiininis)Manlishi n$np5 TP 300

D TP, MTHI NP0 N “93 703 N
2" (7743 D) DUMINY T 4Dy NI, INT
-555 9pEM NI T3 720 MIY OIN DTN TP
Kinbiatalentaia) W S/ aiam B bXusia iy mile!

2. Rabbi Gedaliah Schorr, Ohr Gedaliyahu, Moadim p. 150 — We grow by working on the
particular character traits relative to each day of the Sefirah.

The days of Sefirat Ha’Omer are a time to rectify
character attributes. The first week is to rectify
the attribute of chesed: to fix [the attribute of]
love that it should be appropriate; the love of
God and the love of friends. The second week is
for the attribute of strength: to fix the attribute of
fear [of God]. And similarly with all the weeks.
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PART D. CREATING JEWISH UNITY

1.

The third component of preparation for

Shavuot is “The Jewish people encamped there

opposite the mountain.” This represents the
unification of individuals with a sincere, full

heart ... Corresponding to this the Torah writes,
“Vayachan Yisroel” (Israel camped) in the singular
to demonstrate that the Jewish nation was now
unified like one person [with one heart] and as

such they deserved to receive the Torah.

For each person assisted his neighbor in finding

a good encampment and in providing for his

physical needs. This was the third aspect of their

preparation for receiving the Torah.

SHAVUOT 11

Rabbi Chaim Shmulevitz, Sichos Mussar, p. 152 — The third aspect of preparation based on
the Ohr HaChaim : create unity by doing acts of kindness for one’s fellow.

SR oW WY, AN 19305 et mom
DOBOM TP, PIDY DU AUTING 1,49 T
TPV BN T D0m 05 353 Manana
253]TMN R0 T 121 W, T S ORI
Samnn n°3pb o N oy 1, [N

3 1 7 1305 210 DB Mo POy TR D300
153p5 DMIon IR NP8 TINa OpoY
Ranliahl

2. Midrash Tanchuma Yashan, Yisro 9 — We can receive the Torah — whose ways are peaceful and

pleasant — if we can embody these qualities.

“Her [the Torah’s] ways are ways of pleasantness.”

God wanted to give the Torah to the Jews as
soon as they left Egypt. But they were arguing

with each other and continually saying, “Let us

appoint a new leader and return to Egypt” ...

When they came to Rephidim they were all equal

and became united ... God said, “The entire

Torah is peace. To whom should I give it? To a

nation that loves peace.” This is the meaning
of the end of the verse, “And all her paths are
peace.”

0 D 9P WA L DY 97T PO

T OU 3 PRI Y, DRI NS YW DN
TR AN WRT O PR 503 DN Y
LTN TN wea 050 e ook INawD
NG NN B, D0 T T 49T N

L343 5ws) DYSW mams 5 N, DY NamNY

SECTION III. MEGILLAT RUTH

PART A. WHY DO WE READ MEGILLAT RUTH ON SHAVUOT?

1.

Rabbi Yehoshua Pffefer — Judaism requires dedication.

The conversion of Ruth to the Jewish faith was a great act of self-sacrifice. Instead of returning to the
physical luxury and status of her Moabite royalty, she clung steadfastly to her Jewish mother-in-law,
determined to find her place “beneath the wings of the Shechinah (Divine Presence).” One of the
reasons that Ruth is read on the festival of Shavuot is to demonstrate that Judaism requires sincere
dedication.

Ruth is also read on the festival of Shavuot because it marks the anniversary of King David’ birth.
Because of her dedication and the special character traits she displayed, Ruth was Divinely ordained to
mother the royal lineage of Israel.

Jewish Calendar



SHAVUOT II

2. Talmud Bavli, Bava Batra 14b

Shmuel wrote his book (Shmuel/Samuel),
Shoftim and Ruth.

3. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 490

The custom is to read the Book of Ruth on
Shavuot.

T DD 19DD 21D SN

SIawa Mo R pamn

PART B. RUTH IS THE PARADIGM OF ONE EMBRACING JUDAISM

1.

“Do not prevent me. Do not argue against me.
For wherever you go I will go.” From here our
Sages said that someone who comes to convert
should be told some of the punishments so that
if he wants to change his mind he can. From the
words of Ruth you learn what Naomi said to her.

Rashi, Ruth 1:16 — We learn laws of conversion from Ruth.

SN 9507 MR X 09,2393 DN 03 9D BN

PP NI W EIO M) D407 1IN INOD

MM 93 MM X3 DN DNy NP b oyTn
719 TN 2 TER N T 5w 03T oY
K723

2. Targum, Ruth 1:16-17 — Ruth’s acceptance of Jewish law (part of the conversion procedure).

3. Midrash Mishlei (Proverbs) 31 — Woman of Valor.

Jewish Calendar

Ruth said, “Do not entreat me further to leave
you, for I wish to convert to Judaism.” Naomi
told her, “We are commanded to keep the
Sabbaths and Festival Days, on which we may
not travel more than two thousand amot beyond
the town.” Ruth replied, “Wherever you go I will
go.” Naomi said, “We are commanded not to
lodge together with the nations.” Ruth replied,
“Where you lodge I will lodge.”

Naomi said, “We are commanded to guard six
hundred and thirteen mitzvot.” Ruth replied,
“That which your nation guards, I too shall
guard; it is as though it has always been my
nation.” Naomi said, “We are commanded not
to worship other gods.” Ruth replied, “Your God
is my God.” Naomi said, “We have four capital
punishments...” Ruth replied, “Where you die
I will die ... And do not continue to speak with
me; God do so to me, and more also, for only
death will come between me and you!”

“Many women have achieved valor, but you have
surpassed them all” (Mishei 31:29). This refers
to Ruth who entered under the wings of the
Shechinah.

T3 12 3005 PRawnd 03 3P0 XD M NHN
NITPDIN MY3 0N NIIND NIN NDND O1IN
T 93 779575 85T 133 N3 I N on?
SPR NDIR IR 7 10 595 719 7908 PIN PEON
NoIIDY DY N 7205 NOT NITPOIN MY 70N
SPAN 7307 N 595 319 N

0P 19 FIND PR 03 RITPOIN MY NBN
NIN N3 NPN 0P PIW03T 30 50 BN NTIPD
NITPOIN MY3 0N NIT TP 10 1y 1 1N
N7 2N 719 790N 1IN RID m9omk 89T

ooe NPT 9000 99T PR RID TN OOYI IR TON

T DD KDY ... TION SFIMNT 1 595 M9 N
NI D1 0P Y 13791°5 7 A 1370 8L
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PART C. LEGITIMIZING KING DAVID’S LINEAGE
The Torah tells us that it is forbidden for a convert from Moab to become part of the Jewish people.
1. Devarim (Deuteronomy) 23:4 — Amonite and Moabite men may not convert to Judaism.
An Amonite or Moabite may not come into the -ND PPy T 03 I SIR3 2INY Iy N-ND

congregation of God. oS-y M STP2 05 Ny

Since David was a descendant of Ruth, who was a Moabite convert, he should not have been fit to become
king. Until they discovered the law that the prohibition only applies to male Moabite converts, but not
female Moabite converts.

2. Talmud Bavli, Yevamot 77a-b — King David was descended from a female Moabite (Ruth) who
was allowed to convert to Judaism.

Doeg the Edomi then said to him [Shaul RYT 117 DN POY DR NN T3 OMIIRG INIT DN
HaMelech], “Before you ask whether he [David] DR 5773 K3 1R DX 1OY SR RS DR 195105
is fit to be king or not, find out whether he is 5 INIT I WEN .. NI I SFINET 0 N5

permitted to be part of the Jewish community
or not!” “What is the reason?” “Because he

is descended from Ruth the Moabitess”. ..
Doeg raised all these objections to them and
they remained silent. He wanted to make a
proclamation against him [David] ...

DD DY MINIRD SR IR RIP 031

But [Amasa] girded his sword like a Yishmaeli WO YW R M 53 TN IRYBWD 139 N
and exclaimed, “Whoever will not obey the AT SN W 13T 1A ’J‘?JWPD 5292 P
fOHOWil’lg halachah will be stabbed with the NI INY ..U IANTD NLﬂ AN FINDY NS DY

sword; I have this tradition from the Beit Din
(court) of Samuel the Ramati: An Ammoni but
not an Ammonite [female Amoni|; A Moavi, but
not a Moabite [female Moavi]!” ... Samuel and
his Beit Din were still living.

DR W07 ) DR RIS

3. Shaarei Teshuvah, Orach Chaim 494: 2 — King David was born and died on Shavuot. It is
appropriate to read of his lineage on this day.

The custom is to read the Book of Ruth on R9P 17 4933 1NN IIIawa M9 1S oo
(p. 121) that the reason is because King David I 1901 ToN I8V R TIN 9D DIPABY KD

died on Atzeret (Shavuot), and God completes
the years of the righteous [so that they die on
their birthday, and in this way live out their full
number of years]. Certainly, then, King David was
born on this day. The Book of Ruth was written
to legitimize David’s lineage.

RinReintiRalei)
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SECTION IV. SHAVUOT CUSTOMS

PART A. STUDYING ON THE NIGHT OF SHAVUOT

1. Shir HaShirim (Song of Songs) Rabbah 1:12:2 — On the day of Matan Torah the Jews were

sleeping.
God came first [to Mount Sinai] as the verse NP bW DY T (DY) 00T DT T4aps
states, “On the third day, in the morning.” It also b spyb T W OP2 3 (DW) 1R P

says, “On the third morning God descended
before the eyes of the nation.” The Jews were
sleeping all night, because the sleep of Atzeret is

e 005 15 MmN S Sxawr ord uw» oy
DN 1T 9N I8P O mAY N3y S

very sweet and the night is short. Rabbi Yuden INBID NI T3 WNTRI NI .03 YRV KD KOO
said that even the fleas did not bite them. God T T4 PINDP3 DYDY TYn S rnn oo
came and found them sleeping. He began to T DRI MR TN 3P N oW ova
wake them with fanfare, as the verse says, “On 995 -ib;g 51 9IRS INOBIN SRS 9N D
the third day, in the morning, there were sounds 73 Db

and thunder.” Moshe woke up the people and
brought them out before the King of kings, the
Holy One, Blessed is He.

2. Magen Avraham, Orach Chaim 494 - To rectify the mistake of the generation who received
the Torah, we stay up all night on Shavuot studying the Torah.

The Zohar says that the early pious ones would 59 DI P DIWNT DO 913 NN

stay awake all night on Shavuot and learn Torah. MY DT 217 1 925 NN DYREW T
Nowadays our custom is for most learned people PR SR 5 WD BY DY A5 TWEN 13

to do so. Perhaps the reason is based on the fact , sy byl b oy
that the Israelites slept all night long and God binibsIBSIbS Al o 2 e 2] celsiel

had to wake them when He wanted to give them ST P05 £98 DR 1D wITHa
the Torah, as it says in the Midrash, and therefore
we must repair this.

3. Rabbi Yitzchak Berkowitz, Jerusalem Kollel — Showing our dedication to Torah study.

On Shavuot, there is a special reason to stay up all night learning Torah. Even if one would argue that
you can learn more hours during Shavuot by keeping to a regular schedule, the goal here is different.
We are showing our uncompromised, extraordinary dedication to the study of Torah on the day on
which the Torah was given to the Jewish people.

4. Mishnah Brurah 494:1 — Staying up all night on Shavuot affords one protection from harm
during the year.

In the Shulchan Aruch Ha'Ari it says: You should ]w» N5 ,—;5»53@; " 532; Al 5“7 YNTT U NN
know that anyone who does not sleep at all on S DO 95 M 03 oW M PN 555
the night of Shavuot but stays awake and learns N O 3N N

Torah is guaranteed that he will survive the year
and no harm will befall him.
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PART B. EATING DAIRY FOODS

1.

SHAVUOT 11

Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 494 — Reminder of the offering of the two loaves of bread.

The custom is to eat dairy foods on the first day
of Shavuot. It seems to me that the reason for
this is similar to that of the two cooked dishes
that we eat on Pesach as a reminder of the Pesach
and Chagigah sacrifices. So too, on Shavuot we
eat dairy followed by meat, and we must have
two separate loaves of bread on the table, which
symbolically represents the Altar. In this way we
have a reminder of the two loaves of bread that
were offered on Shavuot, the day of bikurim.

S MR 013 25m °9oRD DIND O D3 P
PORAN MW D R ,0P7 0D N WY
12,7m5 9o mppb 901, oD D01 oY
PO, 92 DN T N 357 DaND oDoIN
DIPPA NI W Sy ond ‘2 ooy XA
OP3 PP YW DD A5 110Y T N, 1At
D03

2. Mishnah Brurah 494:14 — Each loaf is eaten at a separate meal, one dairy and one meat.

3.

4.

“Just like the two cooked dishes ... so we
eat...” In other words, just as on Pesach we

WD 547 — 991 25N 1 01 PHwan T D
Y P23 BN 10 12975 08 Py Mopaw

have a reminder of the Pesach sacrifice, so too DPOIN D1 PRI P DA S 99 Mpawa

on Shavuot we have to make a remembrance

of the two loaves of bread that were brought in
the Temple. Therefore, we eat dairy foods and
afterwards meat foods. Each one requires separate
bread to accompany it, because it is forbidden to
eat from the same loaf of bread with both milk
and meat, and in this way we remember the two
loaves from the Temple.

DAY N°AMS P78 w2 HIND D4ANY 251 P90ND
N AR DD 35M w3 S1O8D TIONT DnS

daiaiialieizoX il e}

Ibid. 494: 12 — Reminder of how the Jewish people kept kosher after Matan Torah.

The Israelites stood at Mount Sinai and received
the Torah (even though they only heard the Ten
Commandments, these contained within them all
the other parts of the Torah, as explained by Rav
Saadiah Gaon). Afterwards, they returned to their
homes but were not able to eat meat products
immediately because that requires preparation:
Shechitah with a knife which is sharp and
checked; removal of the sciatic nerve, forbidden
fats and blood; soaking and salting; and cooking
in new pots, because all the existing pots had
been used in the preceding twenty-four hours for
non-kosher food and were therefore forbidden.
As such, the Jews chose to eat dairy at that time.
We therefore eat dairy in remembrance of this.

Ibid. 494: 13 — Torah is compared to honey and milk.

Some people also have the custom to eat honey

MW °3] A3 0D 0 5V ITIYY 1A o
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[07 52 7990 AT YA PN TV 39

N3 72217 D108 12 s NS B3 30 1 1T
P03 VIS 137 0N I8 A% 3 351 9OND
T DT 2570 101 PRI T M WRD P17
o> PR ©°9517 0 DWIN D933 DAt mond
S“Y OIS YIDNI PUOUH IMIND D2 "R DTIPD
D 901 PRy BN 25M HoRD v 05 on> 1A
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with milk because the Torah is likened to honey AFA 35 WAt 5ene 35 WA Towey S m
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and milk, as the verse states: “Honey and milk are IS
under his tongue” (Shir HaShirim 4:11).

PART C. DECORATING THE SYNAGOGUE WITH FLOWERS AND TREES

1. Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 494 — The decorative plants and flowers are inspired by the
happiness of the giving of the Torah.

Our custom is to decorate the synagogues and DT DI P22 MPawa Dawy mowS P
houses with plants and flowers on Shavuot as a S0 RS 90
reminder of the happiness of the giving of the

Torah.

2. Mishnah Brurah 494:10 — The decorations allude to the fact the Mt. Sinai miraculously
sprouted with vegetation at the giving of the Torah.

“A reminder of the happiness of the giving of the 977230 DAY DY P — S0 100 SIS 95
Torah.” Because there were plants around Mount 431197 SR I3 RS D157 WD

Sinai, as the verse states: “The sheep and cattle
must not graze...”

3. Magen Avraham, Orach Chaim 494: 5 — The decorations are to remind us that Shavuot is
when we are judged for the fruit of the trees.

The custom is to put trees in the synagogues and DY 5N DA 5723 DN TIPS P
houses. It seems to me that the reason for this is 5o (PN D Sy PITI AISYI 1P
that on Atzeret we are judged for the fruit of the ooy

trees, and we should pray for them.
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